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Our History 
 

 
Two Canadian design legends have combined to bring you a delightful 
dose of golf at its best. Stanley Thompson carved out the original nine 
holes in 1922. Robbie Robinson integrated a second nine in 1972, creating 
a seamless routing that may look fairly innocuous on paper, but will 
be appreciated for its subtle charms. The Briars is the epitome of the 
old-style course. 

The Briars Golf Club that opened in 1922 was designed by the renowned 
designer Stanley Thompson. The Briars Golf Club proudly takes our 
place in golf history along with any legendary courses that came to 
life under his creative direction.  
 
The Depression environment of the 1930's may have inflicted hardship 
on many Canadians, but the Briars Golf Club community weathered 
the storm quite nicely. The Club entered into a more formal 
arrangement with J.D. Sibbald just before the War, which resulted in a 
perpetual lease on the land which then contained our original nine 
holes. Our facilities consisted of the original clubhouse (now the 
Briars Teahouse) and a 600 square foot Caddie and Pro Shop. 
 
Membership: Almost the entire membership was made up of cottagers 
with perhaps six or eight local Sutton residents. The by-laws 
restricted membership to those with residences within 25 road miles of 
the Club. There was no Briars Resort until 1942. The annual fee 
structure in the 30's was around $35 for seniors, $10 for nominees, and 
$5 for juniors. Green fees were around $1 per round. There was no 
initiation fee to join the Club. This came into being in the late 1960's; 
shares sold for $25. 
 
Golf: I.F. (Dal) Dalgleish, brought in from Edinburgh, Scotland, was the 
Club Professional from the early 1920's until his retirement around 
1965. He ran everything with help, usually from one of the junior 
members, to clean clubs and mind the shop. Dal was a good teacher 
and developed many excellent golfers who went on to fame elsewhere. 



He ran the shop…gave lessons…booked green fees…sold 
merchandise…repaired clubs…was both Club Secretary and Treasurer, 
kept books and paid bills. He worked a seven-day week, 12-14 hours a 
day, ran the Saturday night dances and handled the administration 
of the annual meeting. He is an important part of our history. 
 

The course itself was a great challenge from the outset, and many 
Club competitions were conducted. Except for the ladies and those on 
holidays, almost all play was on Saturdays and Sundays. Starting 
times weren't required and all available playing hours were used to 
advantage. There was no parking in the pro shop area - that was the 
caddie compound. Cars were parked behind the clubhouse. Many golf 
aficionados considered the Briars the best nine-hole course in Ontario. 
 
Greens: During the 1930's, 40's and 50's, the course was maintained by a 
Head Greenskeeper and three or four men. Staff had a tractor with a 
set of good mowers to do fairways, tees and aprons. Two 
greensmowers (weighing about 150 pounds each) took two men almost 
a full day to mow nine greens. This occurred every two or three days. 
The rough was cut with scythes - once each in June, July and August. A 
team of horses pulled a cart where the raked up hay was deposited. A 
workday/night was long and hard because all watering of greens 
was done manually in the evenings. 
 
House: The original clubhouse (now used by Briars Resort guests) was 
built in 1926 and was the hub of many club activities. Saturday night 
dances were held on ten Summer weekends to live bands. The dances 
included a midnight supper of scrambled eggs and bacon. Standard 
Time was used to end the dances at 1:00 a.m., but quite often Ev and Paul 
Higgins would have the band back to their cottage for more fun and 
games. Juniors had Wednesday night dances. Masquerade nights… 
children's days…ladies golf luncheons…inter-club events, etc.            
all made for a busy social schedule. The Jackson's Point Yacht Club 
sailed every Saturday and their members often joined golf club 
members at Saturday dances. The clubhouse was repainted in 1936 for a 
total cost of $50, including paint. Stanley St. John's eight-piece band 
came from Toronto every Saturday night for a cost of $50 per night. 
Ah…those were the days! 
 
Financial: Over the years, much money has been saved as a result of the 
voluntary efforts of the membership. The Club was never very strong 
financially in its first thirty years, but it didn't need to be - thanks 
to the efforts of individual members. It is interesting to note that 
over the years numerous bank loans with the Bank of Nova Scotia in 
Sutton were secured by providing a list of twenty or twenty five 
prominent members of the Club.  



Except for a cart loan in 1991, no assets have ever been pledged against 
a loan, and typical of our membership support, two voluntary 
debenture issues were underwritten in 1977 and 1991 by a group of our 
members to assist in vital club financing. 

In 1976-77 the club was operating with a working capital deficiency of 
$56,000. Nobody much worried about this technical bankruptcy. The 
Board and members trimmed their sails and worked their way out of 
it. The present financial well being of the club would boggle the minds 
of our founders. 
 
General: The clubhouse has gone through three renovations, two of 
which were financed in part by voluntary membership debentures. The 
course enlargement from nine to eighteen holes in 1972 was obviously 
the most significant event in the history of the club. The anonymous 
contribution of $150,000 towards this project will forever be 
appreciated. At the time, this was a tremendous sum of money by 
anyone's standards. The four club Secretaries prior to 1990 worked in 
a different fashion - everything in those days was done manually. 
Membership mix and growth occurred as the club evolved. 
 
Personalities are what make any social organization. Now at the 
Briars there are a large number of members who have come from 
communities outside of Georgina. This has brought new strengths to 
the club and to the Board of Directors. Hopefully the best traditions 
of the club will be perpetuated by all who follow in the footsteps of 
those who have contributed so much over the years. 

 



We’ll make a true impact 
on your game.
At GOLFTEC our certified Coaches help people 
play better golf. We give private lessons, 
mostly indoors in our Training Centres, using 
advanced technology including video analysis, 
motion measurement and launch monitors 
with a 96% success rate. 

We also provide playing lessons, TECFIT club 
fitting and whatever is needed to help golfers 
play their best golf.

©2019 GOLFTEC - Talk to a Coach or contact your local GOLFTEC Training Centre for details.
The PGA name, logos, and marks are a trademark of The Professional Golfers’ Association of Canada.

golftec.com | 877.446.5383
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www.golftec.com/locations

Great Golf
Starts Here

Whitby
905-579-8767 
Hamilton
905-648-3907
Markham
905-947-9777
Richmond Hill
905-237-4693

Woodbridge GTA
905-264-1002
Mississauga Erin Mills
905-569-7171
Mississauga Meadowvale
905-286-4653



FLIGHT YARDS
90%   
AIR

BOMBS 
AWAY

CHAMP 411 227 308

A FLIGHT 411 227 308

B FLIGHT 405 221 302

C FLIGHT 405 221 302

SENIOR 405 221 302

REC 405 221 302

GREEN DEPTH = 24

BRIARS GOLF CLUB - HOLE #1 (PAR 4)

The 1st Hole at The Briar's is a medium length Par 4 that often plays longer 
than advertised due to the prevailing wind. The ideal tee shot is a driver or                                    

3 wood with enough distance to bypass the large tree down the left; however, 
an errant shot to the right could find the out of bounds. You will then face                                        

a mid-iron to a small subtle green where Par is a good score!
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FLIGHT YARDS
SHORT 
GRASS

BOMBS 
AWAY

CHAMP 395 241 308

A FLIGHT 388 234 301

B FLIGHT 388 234 301

C FLIGHT 382 228 295

SENIOR 388 234 301

REC 382 228 295

GREEN DEPTH = 27

BRIARS GOLF CLUB - HOLE #2 (PAR 4)

The 2nd Hole is another straight away Par 4 without fairway bunkers;                                                  
however, trees line both sides with a lateral hazard down the right side.                                               

Two (2) solid shots will find a medium size green with subtle breaks                                                
from back to front. Short is better than long if you miss,                                                      

which gives you a simple chip to save your Par!

BRIARS HOLE #2
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FLIGHT YARDS DART!
SAVE 
PAR

CHAMP 165
SAVE 
PAR

A FLIGHT 153
SAVE 
PAR

B FLIGHT 153
SAVE 
PAR

C FLIGHT 128
SAVE 
PAR

SENIOR 153
SAVE 
PAR

REC 128
SAVE 
PAR

GREEN DEPTH = 40

BRIARS GOLF CLUB - HOLE #3 (PAR 3)

The 3rd hole is a medium length Par 3 where anything missed right will find                                             
a watery grave. With an angled green, a back pin placement will surely test 

your distance control. Once on the green, most people will assume the green 
breaks to the water, but the green is flatter than it appears.

BRIARS HOLE #3
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FLIGHT YARDS
BEACH 
TIME

BOMBS 
AWAY

CHAMP 480 218 230

A FLIGHT 480 218 230

B FLIGHT 460 198 210

C FLIGHT 460 198 210

SENIOR 460 198 210

REC 460 198 210

GREEN DEPTH = 32

BRIARS GOLF CLUB - HOLE #4 (PAR 5)

This reachable Par 5 requires two good shots to find yourself with an Eagle 
putt. Avoid the fairway bunker from the tee and go for the green OR lay up 

down the right side for the best angle to this green. O.B. Lurks                                
down the right side of this hole, so many will bailout left.                                                                            

This hole will yield many Pars and some Birdies!

BRIARS HOLE #4
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FLIGHT YARDS DART!
SAVE 
PAR

CHAMP 120
SAVE 
PAR

A FLIGHT 120
SAVE 
PAR

B FLIGHT 100
SAVE 
PAR

C FLIGHT 100
SAVE 
PAR

SENIOR 100
SAVE 
PAR

REC 100
SAVE 
PAR

GREEN DEPTH = 29

BRIARS GOLF CLUB - HOLE #5 (PAR 3)

The 5th Hole is a picturesque short Par 3 where a wedge is all you need.                                                          
With the green protected by multiple bunkers and a pond short, anything from                                                                 

a 2 to a 5 can take place. Go at the pin for Birdie or shoot for the wide part                                               
of the green to secure a Par. Putts will be quick toward the water.                                                 
THIS IS THE GTA AM TOUR CLOSEST TO THE PIN COMPETITION!

BRIARS HOLE #5
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FLIGHT YARDS
SHORT 
GRASS

BOMBS 
AWAY

CHAMP 348 190 270

A FLIGHT 348 190 270

B FLIGHT 344 186 266

C FLIGHT 336 178 258

SENIOR 344 186 266

REC 336 178 258

GREEN DEPTH = 28

BRIARS GOLF CLUB - HOLE #6 (PAR 4)

As with many holes at The Briars, a straight ball is rarely the best play.                                                           
This baby dogleg requires a left to right shot to give you the best chance                                                                   
of hitting the short grass. Most will be left with a mid-short iron into this                                                      

small green with a steep ridge dividing it and a deep bunker short.                                                      
This hole can be sneaky difficult, so don't be disappointed with your Par.

BRIARS HOLE #6
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FLIGHT YARDS
SHORT 
GRASS

BOMBS 
AWAY

CHAMP 373 255 300

A FLIGHT 352 234 279

B FLIGHT 352 234 279

C FLIGHT 330 212 257

SENIOR 352 234 279

REC 330 212 257

GREEN DEPTH = 33

BRIARS GOLF CLUB - HOLE #7 (PAR 4)

This slight dogleg right Par 4 narrows the farther you hit your tee shot,                                                                         
so choose your shot accordingly. Heavy trees line the right side, so a play 

down the left centre is ideal to approach this green. With a long green                                                          
sloping back to front, picking the right club is often difficult.                                                                  

Pay attention to your pin sheet here if you expect to make a Birdie!

BRIARS HOLE #7
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FLIGHT YARDS
SAFE 
PLAY

BIRDIE 
TIME

CHAMP 318 175 236

A FLIGHT 318 175 236

B FLIGHT 311 168 229

C FLIGHT 311 168 229

SENIOR 311 168 229

REC 311 168 229

GREEN DEPTH = 32

BRIARS GOLF CLUB - HOLE #8 (PAR 4)

The 8th Hole is a sharp dogleg left where driver is rarely the play for most players.                                                           
If you don't want to challenge the large pine trees protecting the left side, this tee 

shot requires a right to left ball flight to hit this fairway. Don't go too far, or find 
yourself reaching for a ball retriever. The green is relatively fair,                                                                   

so putts can be made from all directions. This is a good birdie hole!

BRIARS HOLE #8
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FLIGHT YARDS
SHORT 
GRASS

BOMBS 
AWAY

CHAMP 499 251 277

A FLIGHT 499 251 277

B FLIGHT 483 235 261

C FLIGHT 483 235 261

SENIOR 483 235 261

REC 483 235 261

GREEN DEPTH = 27

BRIARS GOLF CLUB - HOLE #9 (PAR 5)

The 9th hole takes you back to the clubhouse with another reachable Par 5; 
however, tee position is key to avoid a punch out from the treelined fairway. 
Even with a layup, a controlled approach to this green will give you a Birdie 

look. There are bunkers protecting this green right, left, and short,                                                    
so check your pin sheet and wind before choosing your club.

BRIARS HOLE #9
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FLIGHT YARDS
SAFE 
PLAY

BOMBS 
AWAY

CHAMP 345 231 310

A FLIGHT 345 231 310

B FLIGHT 340 226 305

C FLIGHT 334 220 299

SENIOR 340 226 305

REC 334 220 299

GREEN DEPTH = 27

BRIARS GOLF CLUB - HOLE #10 (PAR 4)

This short Par 4 requires a 225-250 yard tee ball that finds the short grass.                                                       
With many overhanging trees on this hole, a right centre shot will give the 

player an unobstructed approach shot. The green slopes back to front,                            
so putts to a back pin are slower than expected.

BRIARS HOLE #10

F
A
I
R
W
A
Y
 
N
A
R
R
O
W
S

R
E
A
C
H
 
T
H
E
 
F
R
O
N
T
 
 

G
R
E
E
N
S
I
D
E
 
B
U
N
K
E
R



FLIGHT YARDS
BEACH 
TIME

BOMBS 
AWAY

CHAMP 321 209 239

A FLIGHT 309 197 227

B FLIGHT 309 197 227

C FLIGHT 298 186 216

SENIOR 309 197 227

REC 298 186 216

GREEN DEPTH = 30

BRIARS GOLF CLUB - HOLE #11 (PAR 4)

The 11th hole looks ominous from the tee, but a shot to the 100 yard marker 
and left of the fairway bunker sets you up for a wedge approach to this 

receptive green. Stay below the hole on your approach and you will guarantee 
your par with a good chance at making a Birdie putt or chip! If your 
adventurous OR looking for SKINS, see the CRAZY PLAY BELOW!

BRIARS HOLE #11
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CRAZY PLAY: REACH THE GREEN ON STRAIGHT 
LINE OVER TREES IS 255 YARDS! LINE IS LEFT 
EDGE OF POND DIRECTLY IN FRONT OF TEE!



FLIGHT YARDS
SHORT 
GRASS

BOMBS 
AWAY

CHAMP 380 238 BIG

A FLIGHT 371 229 DRAW

B FLIGHT 371 229 OR

C FLIGHT 300 158 BABY

SENIOR 371 229 FADE.

REC 300 158 GO For 
IT!

GREEN DEPTH = 37

BRIARS GOLF CLUB - HOLE #12 (PAR 4)

This difficult Par 4 is a dogleg left where distance and accuracy are a must                                        
to hit the green in regulation. Lateral hazard lurks the entire left side, so most 
people bailout right, leaving a difficult approach off a steep slope. The green                                                            
is deep and protected by bunkers left, so if you hit this green in regulation, 

consider it an admirable task. Par is a great score on this hole!

BRIARS HOLE #12
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FLIGHT YARDS ACE?
PAR 

SAVE?

CHAMP 169 PAR 
SAVE?

A FLIGHT 169 PAR 
SAVE?

B FLIGHT 150 PAR 
SAVE?

C FLIGHT 150 PAR 
SAVE?

SENIOR 150 PAR 
SAVE?

REC 150 PAR 
SAVE?

GREEN DEPTH = 28

BRIARS GOLF CLUB - HOLE #13 (PAR 3)

The 13th is a medium length Par 3 with deep bunkers protecting                                                          
the front left side. If you miss the green but avoid the sand, making Par                                

is a reasonable task. Hitting the green and staying below the hole means                                                                      
a realistic birdie chance. Make sure you pick the right club!

BRIARS HOLE #13
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FLIGHT YARDS
SHORT 
GRASS

BOMBS 
AWAY

CHAMP 564 265 323

A FLIGHT 543 244 302

B FLIGHT 477 178 236

C FLIGHT 477 178 236

SENIOR 477 178 236

REC 477 178 236

GREEN DEPTH = 30

BRIARS GOLF CLUB - HOLE #14 (PAR 5)

The 14th is considered the signature hole by many due to an old silo                                                                   
visible on the layup. This dogleg right is a 3 shotter for everyone.                                                        

Play your tee ball to the corner of the dogleg and then layup to your desired 
yardage to ensure a birdie putt. Make sure to read the putts from all sides,                                                       

as this green offers up some subtle deceptive breaks.

BRIARS HOLE #14
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FLIGHT YARDS
BEACH 
TIME

BOMBS 
AWAY

CHAMP 417 248 316

A FLIGHT 417 248 316

B FLIGHT 387 218 286

C FLIGHT 309 140 208

SENIOR 387 218 286

REC 309 140 208

GREEN DEPTH = 40

BRIARS GOLF CLUB - HOLE #15 (PAR 4)

The 15th hole is one of the more open Par 4's on the course with room to                                                        
let it fly. Missing left may find some tree trouble, but a shot down the right                                                                      

will likely leave a mid to short iron approach to the green. This green is 
relatively flat, but is very long and requires precise distance control.                                             

Make sure you double check your pin sheet here!

BRIARS HOLE #15
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FLIGHT YARDS ACE?
SAND 
SAVE?

CHAMP 172 SAND 
SAVE?

A FLIGHT 172 SAND 
SAVE?

B FLIGHT 172 SAND 
SAVE?

C FLIGHT 172 SAND 
SAVE?

SENIOR 172 SAND 
SAVE?

REC 172 SAND 
SAVE?

GREEN DEPTH = 28

BRIARS GOLF CLUB - HOLE #16 (PAR 3)

The 16th is the final short hole at the Briars. Playing as a mid to short iron for 
most players, this hole requires attention to the breeze, as it often plays a club 

longer than advertised. If the pin is tucked over the bunkers, a play to the 
centre of the green is ideal with most tee balls funneling left.                                                                 

THIS IS THE GTA AM TOUR HOLE IN ONE COMPETITION!

BRIARS HOLE #16

C
A
N
 
Y
O
U
 
M
A
K
E
 
A
N
 

A
C
E
?

C
A
N
 
Y
O
U
 
S
A
V
E
 
P
A
R
?

DID YOU KNOW: A "Hole in One" on the 
Tour Sponsored Hole earns                                                                          

$1,500 in any Sponsor Product!



FLIGHT YARDS
SHORT 
GRASS

DON’T 
GO 

LONG!

CHAMP 399 231 258

A FLIGHT 378 210 237

B FLIGHT 369 201 228

C FLIGHT 369 201 228

SENIOR 369 201 237

REC 369 201 228

BRIARS GOLF CLUB - HOLE #17 (PAR 4)

The 17th hole is a 90 degree dogleg right Par 4 where the risk of cutting the 
corner is not worth the reward. Play a max tee shot of 225-250 yards and                                               

leave yourself 140-160 yards for your 2nd shot. The green is protected                                                                     
by water short right and left, so commit to the approach and escape with                                                                                           

a 4 and you can almost guarantee making a shot to the field.

BRIARS HOLE #17
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FLIGHT YARDS
AVOID 
O.B.

BEND 
IT 

BABY!

CHAMP 387 205

A FLIGHT 387 205

B FLIGHT 380 198

C FLIGHT 370 188

SENIOR 380 198

REC 370 188

BRIARS GOLF CLUB - HOLE #18 (PAR 4)

The final hole at the Briars requires a well placed tee shot with a right                                                                                                            
to left ball flight to find the short grass. Accuracy is more important than                                                                  

power on this hole, so avoid the O.B. that lurks the entire right side.                                                          
Most players will then find a mid-iron to a kidney shaped green. The green                                                                       

has some subtle slopes, but 2 putts will be more likely than 3 putts.

BRIARS HOLE #18
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GREEN DEPTH = 27
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At GOLFTEC our certified Coaches help people 
play better golf. We give private lessons, 
mostly indoors in our Training Centres, using 
advanced technology including video analysis, 
motion measurement and launch monitors 
with a 96% success rate. 
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